SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

YEAR A Matthew 17:1-9

Sunday 1% March 2026

The Transfiguration of Jesus

The season of Lent is a time to
journey with Jesus up to Jerusalem.
In our life’s journey God gives all of
us moments of transfiguration-when
we see our life in proper perspective
and are offered the chance to make a
deeper commitment. Lent is a special
time when we need to listen to god
who whispers in our own hearts: “You
are my beloved son/ daughter”. It is
the assurance that we are intensely
loved and that we enjoy God's favour.
We must borrow today's beautiful
Psalm in our response to god: “The
word of the Lord is faithful.” “The
Lord fills the earth with His love.”
“May Your love be upon us, O Lord, as
we place all our hope in You”.

How desperately our troubled world needs to hear these words,
needs to be reminded of the abiding love of God! The world is
going through a time of darkness. We have seen multiple wars,
conflicts, and growing economic hardship for more and more of
the world's poor. But in our darkness shines a great light of Jesus.
Upon our disfigured world and disfigured lives shines His
transfigured light. As St. John in his Gospel Prologue writes, this is
a light that darkness cannot overpower.

There is a unique Redemptorist, Father Cyril Axelrod, unique
because he is both deaf and blind. One day he said, maybe | am
just blinded by the brightness of God's light. He means this
metaphorically of course. Fr. Cyril, who was also born and raised
Jewish, often compares himself to Saint Paul who was blinded by
the light on the road to Damascus before his conversion. Cyril
speaks of “my darkness in God's light”. Notice he does not say
God’s light in my darkness? He says my darkness in god's light.
Even in his darkness and blindness he is aware of the light of God.

Our Lenten journey is brightened today by the light
shining through the Transfigured Jesus. It was not a
light that reflected off Him. It was a light that came
from within Him, that shone through Him. It was a
light that shone when He was praying. How did God
answer His prayer? “You are my son, my chosen one”.
As Jesus often turned to His Father in prayer, so
should we, begging the Father to let the light of His
son shine on our dark world. “Father, let that light
shine on the darkness of war and the causes of war.
Let that light shine on the darkness of poverty and
the causes of poverty. Let that light shine on our sins
and the causes of our sins. Let the light of your Son
shine through us”.
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Monday to Friday 7.40am, 11am &
7.30pm

Saturday 11 am & Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 8am, 9.30am & 11.30am
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Monday to Friday 10.30am
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Sacrament
of Reconciliation
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Office.
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from 5pm until 7pm
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Cloughleigh:- 6797 489;

Friary:- 6828751
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Priest on Duty 1st March, 2026
Contact Fr. Tom Fitzpatrick 065 6869098

Cathedral

Remembered in Masses this Week:
6.30pm: Canon Pat Taaffe.
Mary MM & PJ Finucane, Shanaway Rd.
Terry & Michael O’'Donohue, Edenvale, Kilrush Rd.
Marion Sheill, Friars’ Close.
Gerard McNamara, Corrovorrin Crescent.
Patrick Hurson, Summerhill.
Maura & Micheal Frawley, Cahercalla.
Sun 1st 8am:Costelloe & O’'Donoghue Families,
Ennis & Cork.
9.30am: Deceased Loughnane Family, Tulla.
11.30am:Phil & James Barrow, Drumcliffe.
Patricia & Margaret Graham, ‘Prague’, Cusack Rd.
Fiona Howard, Rockmount.
Martin & Brid Moloney, Clare Rd..
Padraig Walsh, Cork & Mayo & Greene & Walsh
Families.
1pm: Mass for the Polish Community.
Mon 7.40am: Holy Souls.
11am: Martin & Mary Murphy.
7.30pm: Achilleas Kyriaco, Coopers’ Place. MM.
Deimate Kalnyte Petrosienei, Norway. 1st Anniv.
Special Intention.
Eileen & Willie Carroll, Crowley Family, Clonakilla,

Kilmihil & Callinan Family, Cooraclare & Tullabrack.

Tues:7.40am Book of Intentions.
11am: Philip Smyth, Roscommon.
Annie & Jack Moloney, Hermitage.
6pm: First Sacrament of Reconciliation ENS.
7.30pm: Brian McMahon, Caherea, Lissycasey.
Wed 7.40am: Doohan Family, Lissycasey.
11am: Pakie & Winifred Coote, Marian Ave.
7.30pm: Michael & Christina Lynch, Clare Rd.
Tom & Ena Hogan, Ballymaley, Gort Rd.
Thurs 7.40am: Holy Souls.
11am: Paddy Brennan, O’Connell St.
Hannah Ahern, Limerick.
Special Intention.
7.30pm: Sean Dinan, St. Michael's Villas.
Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.
11am: Denis & Mary Frances Torpey,
Patrick St., Clarecastle.
7.30pm: Paul Minihan, Phoenix Court & Corofin.MM.
Sat:11am: William Crowley, Beechpark. MM.
Mary & Stephen Meaney, Greenpark.
6.30pm: Declan Ward, Turnpike Rd. 1st Anniv.
Moira Coffey, Claureen Drive.
Noel O'Grady, Oak Park.
Audrey Woods Keogh, Iniscarragh &
Newmarket-on-Fergus.
Joan Moloney, Considine Rd.
Catherine Fitzpatrick, Kilkee.
John O’Sullivan, Fountain.
Annette O'Brien, Ard Aoibhinn, Limerick Rd.
Billy Kelly, Charlestown, Co. Mayo & Chiswick, London
Special Intention.
Sun 8th 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: John Fleming, Marian Avenue.
11.30am: Jack O'Sullivan, Willow Park. MM.
Anthony O'Connell, Abbey St. 1st Anniv.
John Curran, St. Flannan’s Drive. 1st Anniv.
Kitty Tierney, Cahercalla.
Des & Peggy Carroll, Corrovorrin.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal

In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to |

acknowledge donations of €500,
€100, €50 and €20. . Your generosity
to the Cathedral Renovation Appeal
is much appreciated. Thank you

Our Lenten Journey
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LENTEN JOURNEY

Morning Prayer
Monday to Friday 7.30am Cathedral

Daily Mass

Seven daily Masses to choose from
in the parish.

7.40am Cathedral
7.45am Poor Clares’
9.30am Cloughleigh
10am Friary
10.30am St. Joseph'’s
1lam Cathedral
7.30pm Cathedral
Eucharistic Adoration

Monday to Friday 5pm—7pm
Late Nights Monday ~ 8pm—10pm

with a priest available for
Confession, Chat or Blessing.

Confession - Cathedral
Monday to Friday 7pm-7.25pm
Saturday after  6.30pm Vigil Mass

Confessions - The Friary
Tuesday to Saturday
11am to 12 noon & 4pm—>5pm

Late night Confessions

Mondays 8pm—10pm
Stations of the Cross
Friday at Cathedral 8pm

Adult Faith Development
2nd and 9th March from 8pm to 9pm
in Clarecastle Daycare Centre.

First Confession
Tuesday 6pm Cathedral
Ennis NS;

Wednesday 7pm St. Joseph’s

Ennis CBS; R

Please note
No Adoration onTuesday.

5 St. Joseph’s

Remembered in Masses this Week:
7pm: Susan Cosgrove, Fernhill, Gort Rd.
Mary Hartney, Mountain View.
Sun 1st 10am: Matthew & Katherine Clune,
Ballymacabhill.
11.45am: Mary Curtin, Willow Park.
Michael McGuane, Corofin.
Mon 10.30am: Bridget Rooney, London &
Charlestown
Tues 10.30am: Book of Intentions.
Wed 10.30am: No intention booked.
7pm—8pm:  CBS First Reconciliation.
Thu 10.30am: Maureen Fox, Roslevan
Fri 10.30am:  No intention booked.
Sat: 10.30am: Matt O’Connor, New Rd.
Michael McMahon & Muriel Mcinerney,
Coolmeenbeg, Kilmurry McMahon.
5pm: Gaelscoil First Communion Preparation Mass.
pm: Colum Flynn, Lifford House, Glenair. MM.
Eileen O'Brien, St. Senan’s Rd. 1st Anniv.
Jim Tobin, Tulla Rd.
Jim O’Driscoll, Ennis & Castleconnell
& Deceased O'Driscoll Family, Castleconnell.
Sun 8th 10am: Pat Fitzpatrick, Coraveen, Lifford.
11.45am: Eddie & Imelda Micks, The Crescent.

Cloughleigh

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sun 1st 11am: Special Intention.
Tue 9.30am: Book of Intentions.

Newly Baptised
We welcome into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament of
Baptism:

Ayla Oliveira Lima
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Welcome to Our New Readers
We are delighted to welcome new readers to our
Sunday Masses. Our new rota begins on Saturday/
Sunday 7th / 8th March 2026.
Could all readers pick up their new time table from the
office on Wednesday 4th March or Sunday 8th from
the Sacristy.

Second Collection this weekend

The annual appeal to support the education of
students to the priesthood and the formation of our lay
ministers takes place at all Masses this weekend.
We have two students currently studying for the
priesthood and others discerning the call.
We have twenty-nine lay ministers in formation at this
time and in the coming year they will be commissioned
to minister in our diocese.

This appeal makes the work of formation possible and
we thank you. Please keep our students and lay
ministers in your prayers at this time

First Friday March
F]RST Fr!day next 6th March ig the First

! FRID AY Friday of the month. Sick and

housebound parishioners will

receive Sacraments at home. If
you know of any parishioner who is housebound and
who would like to receive the Sacraments, please
contact the Parish Office.

Have you got your Trécaire Box this Lent?
Available in all churches. Trécaire is our annual
Lenten reminder to be grateful for what we have and
our willingness to share those most in need.




Cora’s Coffee Morning for
John Conroy’s Hospice Jinja, Uganda

Cora from our Parish Office is going to Ugan-
da this July to volunteer with John Conroy’s
Hospice Jinja Project.

Cora is paying all her own expenses and any
funds raised will go directly to Hospice Jinja
Account.

A Fundraising Coffee Morning is being
held at the Cathedral Chapter Room after
9.30am and 11.30am Masses on Sunday
8th March.

Your generosity is much appreciated for this
very worthy charity. Every donation, no mat-
ter how small can make a difference.

Marian Avenue Grotto Meeting
Meeting to elect new committee for Marian
Avenue Grotto takes place upstairs at Steele’s Bar
on Wednesday 18th March next at 7pm.

Marian Avenue and its Grotto celebrates 70th
anniversary this year. All welcome.

Seachtain
na Gaeilge

Sunday 1st March — Tuesday, 17th March.
During the Month of March we embrace the Irish
Language at our Masses and Liturgies.

Monthly SFO Mass
The monthly mass for SFO members will take
place on Wednesday 4th March at 10am in the
Friary. We will pray the Office after mass.
Also, there will be an evening meeting in the Friary
Parlour at 7.30 pm for those unable to attend the
morning meeting.

REST IN PEACE
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Eithne Wallace (nee Coughlan),

Steele’s Terrace & London,

sister of Nancy Cosgrove, Mary Reynolds &
Tom Coughlan, Ennis.

Mary Kennedy (née Doohan), Francis
Street, Ennis, formerly of Pitfield, Lissycasey;
Liam Murphy, Rockmount;

Maeve Carey, Kilrush,
sister of Michael Carey, Loughville;

Joe McDonnell, Castlelawn & Limerick;

Albert Moylan, Tubber, brother of David,
Brothers of Charity, Ennis.

MJ Roche, Florida, brother of Sr. Regina,
Mercy Sisters, Greendale.

Baptised & Sent
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This second session of our Adult Lenten
Formation Talks takes place this Monday from
8pm to 9pm in the Clarecastle Day Care
Centre. All welcome.

Maranatha prayer meeting - hour of prayer
with music and song on Fridays 7pm-8 pm at
the Church of Our Lady, Roslevan.

All welcome.

Lourdes Pilgrimages
Two Pilgrimages from the Diocese as follows:
Wednesday 24th June to Monday 29th June;
Monday 28th Sept to Saturday 3rd October.
Bookings at joewalshtours.ie; Tel. 01 2410800.

Sponsor a Sick Person

Each year some people sponsor a sick or
assisted pilgrim to make their wish of travelling
to Lourdes become a reality. The cost €890
per pilgrim.

To sponsor or part sponsor a pilgrim, please
contact Fr. Tom Ryan, Pilgrimage Director
(087) 2349816.

Annual Matt Talbot Novena
The Annual Matt Talbot Novena will continue
on Wednesday, March 4th 7pm in Tulla
Church with Mass and Benediction. Fr. Joe
Mc Grath from Longford will be the celebrant
on the night.
We also welcome students from St Mochulla's
Primary School and St Josephs Secondary
School who will participate throughout
the evening. Attending this Novena could be a
meaningful Lenten commitment.

Poor Clares Galway
Monastic Experience.
An opportunity to explore Poor Clare
Spirituality for women aged
18-35 year on Saturday
March 7th from 10am to 5pm
To regiter: poorclaresgalway.eventbrite.ie
For more information: poorclares.ie/monastic-

CPoor
tlares

Galway

Candlelight Serenade

St. Columba’s Church, Bindon Street.

Saturday 21st March, 7.30pm
Enjoy an evening of music that travels the
genres and ages, whilst tugging at the
heartstrings.
Tenor Vincent Di Placido and Soprano
Janet Woods will carry you on a musical
journey, where each song tells a story,
weaving a tapestry of romance across
cultures and time. They will be joined by
Christopher Callinan on piano, Nigel Bridge
as compére and Loinnir Chamber Choir,
under the baton of Fiona Walshe.
Tickets available from Cathedral
Parish Office and https:// E-r:
buytickets.at/
acandlelightserenade or scan
QR code. Tickets €20

Eileen'’s Cthinne

Mi an Mharta

Marzh.

Mi an Mharta, Mi an fheirmeora, Mi na
sailcuaiche, Mi na ngleanntan, Mi na
hathbheochana, Mi na Féile Padraig. | Mi an
Mhérta bi linn a Thiarna.

An Carghas.

Is trath liotdirgeach troscadh, tréanais agus
aithri, 6 Chéadaoin an Luaithrigh go Domhnach
Césca é, an Carghas. larrtar orainn scaradh
lenar bpeacai agus iompl chun Dé. Tréimhse
dhaichead 14 ag ullmha d’Aiséiri ar dTiarna losa
Criost atd ann. Is ceann de na tréimhsi is
tabhachtai é i bhféilire na hEaglaise. Ba é an
phriomhaidhm a bhi i gconai ag an Eaglais i leith
an Charghais na gui, aithri, agus déanamh
déirce agus féindidlta.

Sular chuir fosa tds lena shaol poibli, chaith Sé
daichead I san fhidntas. Sa chidnas sin bhi deis
aige éisteacht le briathar Dé agus toil a Athar
maidir lena shaol féin a aimsii. Ag tds an
Charghais, iarrtar orainn breathnd ar ar saoal,
féachaint an bhfuilimid dairire faoi iosa Criost a
leantint agus bheith dilis dar gcreideamh. Is fil
mar sin cuimhneamh ar mhéideanna ar mbaiste
féachaint an bhfuil na gealltanais &
chomhlionadh againn 14 i ndiaidh lae. Cuirimis
failte roimh an gCarghas mar go dtugann sé deis
ddinn aithri a dhéanamh inar bpeacai agus
sampla Criost a leantint. Beidh Sé in éineacht
linn, lena ghrasta i ngach coiscéim den
bhealach.

Dia do mo stitradh, Dia do mo shaoradh,

Dia do mo sheoladh, Dia do mo theagasc,
Agus Dia do mo shabhail ar gach ait a
mbionn an peaca. Aiméan

Lent is a season of fast, abstinence and
repentance from Ash Wednesday to Easter
Sunday. We are invited to reject sin and turn to
God. It is a period of forty days in preparation for
feast of the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter
Sunday. It is one of the most important seasons
in the Church calendar. Its main objective always
was prayer, repentance and alms giving. Before
Jesus began his public life, he spent forty days in
the wilderness. In the silence he had an
opportunity to listen to the word of God and to
know His will. At the beginning of Lent, we are
advised to examine our lives to see if we are
committed to following Christ and remain faithful
to our faith. We recall our Baptismal Promises
and see if we observe them daily. Let us
welcome the Season of Lent as it affords us an
opportunity to repent and follow the example of
Jesus. He will accompany us with his grace
every step of the way.

God direct me, God rescue me,

God guide me, God teach me,

And God deliver me from all occasions of sin.
Amen

Ennis Parish
Development Fund
for Sunday, 22nd February

Fund €4,583.00
Online €478.50




Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

Of you my heart has spoken:
Seek his face.

It is your face, O Lord, that | seek;
hide not your face from me.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Have mercy on us, O Lord
For we have sinned against you.

P
C
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
C. And grant us your salvation.
P

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

C. Amen.

A reading from the book of Genesis.
Gn 12.1-4

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your
country, your family and your father's
house, for the land | will show you. | will
make you a great nation; | will bless you
and make your name so famous that it will
be used as a blessing.’

‘I will bless those who bless you:

| will curse those who slight you.

All the tribes of the earth

shall bless themselves by you.’
So Abram went as the Lord told him.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

R: May your love be upon us, O Lord,
As we place all our hope in you.

The word of the Lord is faithful

and all his works to be trusted.

The Lord loves justice and right

and fills the earth with his love. R.

The Lord looks on those

who revere him,

On those who hope in his love,

To rescue their souls from death,

To keep them alive in famine. R.

Our soul is waiting for the Lord

The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord,

As we place all our hope in you. R.

A reading from the second letter of
St. Paul to Timothy.
2Tm 1:8-10

With me, bear the hardships for the
sake of the Good News, relying on the
power of God who has saved us and
called us to be holy - not because of
anything we ourselves have done but
for his own purpose and by his own
grace. This grace had already been
granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before
the beginning of time, but it has only
been revealed by the Appearing of our
saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished
death, and he has proclaimed life and
immortality through the Good News.

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

From the bright cloud the Father's
voice was heard:

“This is my Son, the Beloved.

Listen to Him! "

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew.
Mt 17:1-9

Jesus took with him Peter and James
and his brother John and led them up a
high mountain where they could be
alone. There in their presence he was
transfigured; his face shone like the
sun and his clothes became as white
as the light. Suddenly Moses and
Elijah appeared to them; they were
talking with him. Then Peter spoke to
Jesus. 'Lord," he said ‘it is wonderful for
us to be here; if you wish, I will make
three tents here, one for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah.' He was still
speaking when suddenly a bright cloud
covered them with shadow, and from
the cloud there came a voice which
said, 'This is my Son, the Beloved; he
enjoys my favour. Listen to him." When
they heard this, the  disciples fell on
their faces, overcome with fear. But
Jesus came up and touched them.
'Stand up," he said 'do not be afraid.

" And when they raised their eyes they
saw no one but only Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain
Jesus gave them this order, 'Tell no one
about the vision until the Son of Man
has risen from the dead.'

The Gospel of the Lord

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten,

not made,

consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried, and
rose again on the third day In accord-
ance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and ap-
ostolic Church. | confess one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and | look
forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Communion Antiphon

This is my beloved Son,

with whom | am well pleased,;
listen to him.




