TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR A MATTHEW 15:21-28

The key of Bersutenceopens all doows dased by vesistance’
- Jofr D1 Lenune

The Canaanite woman A
shouted to Jesus, ‘take SRS
pity on me" yet her need |
was about her daughter
not herself.

Inttially, it seems as the story is told in 5t Matthews Gospel,
Jesus ignores her pleading. His Disciples no doukt knew she
was not ‘of the house of lsrael’ but would be willing to ignore
this factjust to stop her hassling them and Jesus.

The story speaks to conviction and perseverance.Nothing
would prevent her begging for her daughter's well-being.

Jesus appears ta begin a discourse with the unnamed woman In
which she matched Jesus word for word. His argument and
apparent insult, as to taking thechildren’s food and throwing it
to the house dogs . gets her to respond that even the house
dogs can eat the scraps that fall from the masters table. . to
which he has no answer, or maybke, the answer he already
knew he would be making .. “‘Waman, you have great faith. Let
your wish be granted.

The unnamed Canaanite woman, had done theunthinkable,
approach Jesus even in desperation, nat of the house of Israel,
but having already recognised Jesus in a way the disciples had
yet to have fully revealed to them .. She had addressed him as
“Lord, son of David® and again as “Lord” when she asks for him
to help her.

If there is a lesson Tor us in our prayer relationship with Jesus
then it is surely to firstly recognize Jesus for wha he really is to
us, and for us. If there 15 good news for us, which there should
ke, as coming from a Gospel story, Persistence and faith filled
recognition will win the day.

“Faith is taking the first step
even when you don't
See the whole staircase”

Martin Luther King Jr.
The lessans we can learn from the Canaanite woman, as we set
about taking the first step of the staircase we might not be able
10 see points to being humble yvet strong, putting away pride,
persistent in faith no matter what others think and finally, that
God 15 in the business of helping us grow in faith in a God who
will respond.
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Priest on Duty Sunday16th August - Fr Joy

Contact: 065 6869098

i

Cathedral

Remembered in Masses this Week:
6.30pm: Kathleen Considine, Cragagour,

Shanaway Rd. MM.

Richard Fitzgerald, French Court, Clonroad. MM.

James Ball, College Green. 1st Anniv.

The Woods Family, Circular Rd.

Raymond Casey, Collins Park.

Gerry Collins, Cusack Road.

Paddy O’Hara, Ennis & Belfast.

Sun 16th 8am: Bridie & Geoff Molyneaux, Manchester

& Maurice’s Mills.
9.30am: Eddie & Maura Cotter, Cusack Rd.
11.30am: Noel Normoyle, Springfield. 1st Anniv.

Tom Pilkington, Loughville.

Mary Daffy, Ballymacooda, Darragh.

Sean Shannon, Connolly Villas.

Sean Cahill, Shandangan, Corofin.

Mon: 7.40am: Special Intention.
11am: Johnny Joyce, Beechpark.

Mick, Kitty & Anthony Herron, Donegal.
7.30pm: Special Intention.

Special Intention.

Tues:7.40am Book of Intentions.

11am: No intention booked.

7.30pm: No intention booked.

Wed 7.40am: No intention booked.

11am:Patrick & Helena McDonnell, Parnell St & Clare Rd.
7.30pm: Barry Claune, Lissycasey.

Thurs 7.40am: Teresa Walsh, Doora.

John Nagle, Claureen, Lahinch Road.

Phil & Peg Purcell, Thurles.
11am: James, Kathleen & Tommie Coote, Circular Rd.

Fergal Landy, Ennis.
7.30pm: Della Moroney, Loughville, Lahinch Rd.

Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.

11am: John O’Sullivan, London & Cork.

7.30pm: No intention booked.

Sat:11am:Sean & Frances Brodie, Ennis & Corofin.

T.J. & Juliet O'Connor, Lahinch Road.

Sean & Maura O’Murchadaha, Tara, Cusack Rd.
Dermot (Derry) Drinan, St. Flannan’s Tce. & USA. MM
6.30pm: John Joe Keane, College Park.

Theresa (Teddy) & Deceased Ryan Family,

Connolly Villas.

Melinda Moloney, Hermitage.

Myra & Sean Kenny, Dalcassian Ave.

Peggy Kenny, Clohanmore, Cree.

Maureen & Lawrence Curtin, Miltown Malbay & Carlow.
Sun 23rd 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: Paddy Forde, “St Martins”, Ardlea Rd.

Pauline Clune, Quin.
11.30am: Antoinette Curran, Westfields. MM

William & Patricia Casey, “La Verna”, Cappahard.

Pat & Mary Neylon &

P.J. & Michael Palmer, Connolly Villas.

Tom Pilkington, Loughville.

Monica & Fergus Gallagher, Cappahard.

Paul Whelan, Kilrush Rd.

Breda, Joe & Jim O’Halloran, Doora & Ennis.

Marie 1st Anniv & Vincent Griffin, Ard Aoibhin

& Kilkenny.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal
In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to
acknowledge donations of €200,
and €100. We thank the many
people who have made once off
contributions to this appeal.

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary
In recent weeks the Sisters who are
on a Mission Appeal in our Diocese
this year had to cancel their appeal
in the Cathedral. On the weekend of
August 22nd/23rd the Sisters have
arranged to speak at all Masses
and will hold a retiring collection at
the door to support their mission.

Priests’
August Collection
Thank you to all who

supported the Priests’ August
Collection last weekend. |If
you forgot or were away, your
offering would still be
appreciated.

Confession Times August

Cathedral:
Monday to Friday 7pm to 7.20pm
Saturday after the Vigil Mass.

Friary:
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 11am
to 12 noon.

.8 St. Joseph’s

‘@ Remembered in Masses this Week:
7pm: Carolin Walsh, EIm Park.
Brendan Ryan, Kincora Park
& Ryan & Coote Families.
Anne Hartney, Mountain View.
Michael Flaherty, St Joseph’s & St. Michael's
Villas. 1st Anniv.
Sun 16th 10am: Gerry Jones, Orchard Lane.
Teresa Butler, Lifford.
Spellissy Family, Drumcliffe.
11.45am: Eileen Downes, Steele’s Tce.
Mon 10.30am: Bridget, James & Michael Murphy,
Kilkerrin, Labasheeda.
Tues 10.30am: Book of Intentions.
Stephen O’Sullivan.
Wed 10.30am: Martin & Annie Mullen, Mayo.
Mary & Paddy Lynch, Kilmaley.
Thu 10.30am: Loretta O’Sulllivan Woodlawn.
Sean Dolan, Castlelawn.
Fri 10.30am: No intention booked.
Sat: 10.30am: No intention booked.
7pm: Ann O'Donoghue, Fergus View, Cloughleigh Rd
1st Anniv.
Sun 23rd 10am: No intention booked.
11.45am: Frank Doris, Roslevan.
Tommy McGann, Drumcliffe Road.
Gerry Sheridan, Marian Ave.
Theresa Hurley, Cork.

National Novena

To Our Lady of Knock
Continues all this week until Friday 21st August.
#
Daily Programme: :
3pm and 8pm in Knock Basilica.

Highlights:

Workshops: 12.45pm daily in Knock prayer centre.
Family Day: Sunday 16th August 11am to 3pm.
Witness Walk: Friday 21st August at 6.45pm.

We apologise for the loss
of our webcam connection
this week. We are working
to restore connection as
soon as possible. Thank
you for your patience.

Cloughleigh

%ﬁmembered in Masses this Week:
Mon: 9.30am: Deceased Quinlivan family Kilmihil.
Tue 9.30am: Book of Intentions.
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Newly Baptised
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We welcome into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament
of Baptism:

Sophie Aisling Broderick;

Kairon Augustus Moloney;
Ashleigh Sharon McDonagh;

Rest in Peace
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Tommy Browne, Shanaway Road & Cranny;
Cora Coughlan, Corrovorrin Green;
Marian Boyle (nee Carpenter), Navan, Co.
Meath, and formerly Hermitage, sister of
Anne Carpenter, Cusack Road:;
David O’Malley, Millbrook, Enniscorthy &
formerly Fergus Park, Ennis;
Marie Halpin, Phoenix Court, & formerly
O’'Connell Street;
Patrick Belis, Hogan’s Place, Limerick Road.
Funeral Mass this Sunday at 11.30am in the
Cathedral;
Mary Whymns, Cusack Road. Funeral Mass
this Sunday at 1pm in the Cathedral;




Update on Cathedral Works
Work is currently taking place on the
steps of the Cathedral. Please be aware
that the Cathedral and Parish Office
remain open at all times. Entrance to the
Parish Office is from Station Road.

We apologies for this inconvenience.

Prayer for those waiting for

Exam Results
Friday 21st August, Leaving Cert results will be
available. In these days of waiting we pray for
and with our students.

Loving God,

Calm the anxious hearts of those waiting for

exam results.

Grant them peace as the days approach for

results.

Help them trust that their worth lies not in a grade

but in your unchanging love.

Give them courage to accept whatever comes

and wisdom to see this moment as just one step

in their unique journey.

Surround them with your comfort and support.
Amen.

TROCAIRE
This year's Trocaire Lenten Appeal
raised €11,907. We are most grateful for
your continued support and generosity to
Trécaire, who on our behalf support the

Poor.

Farewell and Thank You

This weekend and in the coming days
we bid farewell to two Friars who take
up new appointments.
We thank both Frs Liam McCarthy and
Michael Nicholas for their presence
and work with us here in Ennis. Both
Friars had a very visible presence in
our town whether in the Friary or on
the streets. They are now answering
the Call of God to begin again in new
Fraternities.

Fr Liam moves to Cork

Fr Michael to Glasgow

We wish both Friars every blessing
and thank them for their ministry with
us here in Ennis.

National Heritage Week
15th to 23rd August 2026

See what’s happening in Clare:
2026 Events | National Heritage Week 15th
—23rd August 2026

The Clare Older People’s Council,
supported by the Clare Age Friendly
Programme, is holding a public open
event on:

Date: Tuesday, 8th September, 2026
Location: Shannon Library Time: 2:00pm to
4:00pm: Join us for an afternoon of engaging
talks and feel-good inspiration! Guest
Speakers: Clare Women’s Collective, The
Active Retirement (Shannon Branch), CLDC,
Shannon Community Partnership, Local link,
Local Safety Partnership Information Stands:
LCETB, Family Carers, Locallink, Shannon
Community Partnership, CLDC, Clare
Women’s Collective, Alzheimer's Society, ,
Task, Lions Club and Clare County Council
Housing Grants .Whether you're interested in
helpful resources or an uplifting afternoon of
connection, this event has something for you!
Everyone is welcome

CLARE
’ AGE-FRIENDLY
COUTY PROGRAMIE

St. Joseph’s Men’s Camino

Is a 25km one-day Catholic pilgrimage for
men, including Mass, Adoration, Confession
and fellowship, with the Camino taking the
Boyne valley Camino route in Drogheda.
Further details including parking and
accommodation are in the booking link.
Dominicans.ie

An Evening of Deep Rest and Relaxation
Through Music and Sound Healing.
Wednesday 19th August at 7.30pm; Marie
Assumpta Hall. Clare singer and sound artist
Fiona Guiheen will offer a two-hour lying-down
experience, creating a peaceful space to
pause, unplug from everything and allow
yourself time to reset & catch up with yourself.
All are welcome here. Cost: €40 per person;
Advance booking is essential: 087 624 0839

We would like to invite all
Colaiste Muire students
1971-1976 to our 50th
reunion, held in the Old
Ground Hotel on Sat October
17 th at 7pm. Sit down meal €50. Should be a
great night, catching up with everybody.
Please contact Martina 0857137837,
Antoinette 0868289635, Gwen 0872353714,
Emer 0851607264

Sr. E"“L'ﬂﬁaﬁf Clinne

Lunasa, ceilidraimis an fomhar. Duine de na
déithe ba thabhachtai i gcultdr na gCeilteach ab
ea Lugh. Féile a bhi ann le failtii roimh fhas an
arbhair agus roimh this an fhomhair. Is minic a
bhiodh daocine in Eirinn ag déanamh damhsai
agus tinte cnamha le Féile Lunasa a cheilidradh.
Bhi cuid de na nésanna seo beo go féill go dti an
fichiu haois. De réir an tseanchais ba laoch, file,
cruitire, taidhleoir, stataire agus ceardai é. Is
uaidh a shiolraigh Lunasa an chéad mhi den
fhémhar. Gabhaimis buiochas le Dia as gach ni
a fhasann. In aimsir na gCeilteach ceapadh gur
on ngrian a thainig na torthai go 1éir agus gan i ni
bheadh bia ar bith acu agus gheobhaidis bas.
Théinig Naomh PA&draig agus mhlin sé gur
chruthaigh Dia teas na gréine agus baisteach na
spéire chun plandai a chur ag fas.
Sa Bhiobla léifimid go bhfuil “trath breithe, trath
bais, trath curtha sil, trath bainte fémhar.
(Céheilit3:1)A Thiarna bi linn i Mi Linasa, mi na
cruithneachta, mi an fhémhair, mi an arbhair.

Ag Criost an siol, ag Criost an fomhar;

in iothlainn Dé go dtugtar sinn.

Ag Criost an mhuir, ag Criost an t-iasc;

lionta Dé go gcastar sinn.

O fhas go haois, 6 aois go bas,

do dha laimh, a Chriost, anall tharainn.

0 bhas go crioch nach crioch ach athfhas,

i bParthas na ngrast go rabhaimid Aiméan.
In August, we celebrate the harvest. Lugh was
one of the most important gods in the Celtic
culture. People in Ireland often performed
dances and bonfires to celebrate the August
Feast. Some of these customs were still alive
until the twentieth century. According to folklore
he was a warrior, a hero, a poet, a harpist, a
diplomat, a statesman and a craftsman. August
is named after him; the first month of Autumn.
We thank God for everything that grows. In the
Celtic times it was thought that all the crops
came from the sun and without it there would be
no food and they would die. St. Patrick came and
taught that God created the heat of the sun and
the rain to help the growth of plants.
In the Bible we read that there is: A time to be
born, a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up that which is planted.... (Ecclesiastes 3
23 Lord be with us during the month of August
month of the wheat, month of the harvest, month
of the corn.

To Christ the seed, to Christ the crop,

in barn of Christ may we be brought.

To Christ the sea, to Christ the fish,

in nets of Christ may we be caught.

From growth to age, from age to death,

Thy two arms here, O Christ, about us.

From death to end, not end but growth,

in blessed Paradise may we be. Amen.

Helium Autumn Art Camp
Bookings are now open for Helium's FREE
Autumn Art Camp in ENNIS for children and
young people with long-term physical
health conditions. Ennis Autumn Camp:
Location: C.B.S National School; Ages: 8-12
years; Workshop Dates: 28-30
October:+35386 8175093 / helium.ie




Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;
And look on the face

of your anointed one;

One day within your courts

Is better than a thousand elsewhere.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Have mercy on us, O Lord
. For we have sinned against you.

P

Cc

P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
C. And grant us your salvation.
P

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

Amen.

oo

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to people of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord
God, heavenly King, God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Is 56:1.6-7
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice,
act with integrity, for soon my salvation will
come and my integrity be manifest.

Foreigners who have attached themselves to
the Lord to serve him and to love his name
and be his servants - all who observe the
Sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my
covenant - these | will bring to my holy
mountain. | will make them joyful in my house
of prayer. Their holocausts and their
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my
house will be called a house of prayer for all
the peoples.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm

R. Let the peoples praise you,
0 God;

Let all the peoples praise you.

0 God, be gracious and bless us
And let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
And all nations learn your saving help.
R

Let the nations be glad and exult
For you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
You guide the nations on earth.

R
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
Let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
Till the ends of the earth revere him.

R

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to
the Romans Rm 11:13-15.29-32

Let me tell you pagans this: | have been
sent to the pagans as their apostle, and |
am proud of being sent, but the purpose
of it is to make my own people envious of
you, and in this way save some of them.
Since their rejection meant the
reconciliation of the world, do you know
what their admission will mean? Nothing
less than a resurrection from the dead!
God never takes back his gifts or revokes
his choice.

Just as you changed from being
disobedient to God, and now enjoy
mercy because of their disobedience, so
those who are disobedient now - and only
because of the mercy shown to you - will
also enjoy mercy eventually. God has
imprisoned all men in their own
disobedience only to show mercy to all
mankind.

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The sheep that belong to me listen to my
voice, says the Lord,

I know them and they follow me.

Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew

Mt 15:21-28
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to
the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out
came a Canaanite woman from that

district and started shouting, 'Sir, Son of
David, take pity on me. My daughter is
tormented by a devil.' But he answered
her not a word. And his disciples went and
pleaded with him. 'Give her what she
wants,' they said 'because she is shouting
after us.' He said in reply, 'l was sent only
to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.'
But the woman had come up and was
kneeling at his feet. 'Lord," she said 'help
me.' He replied, 'It is not fair to take the
children's food and throw it to the house-
dogs.' She retorted, 'Ah yes, sir; but even
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall
from their master's table.'" Then Jesus
answered her, 'Woman, you have great
faith. Let your wish be granted.' And from
that moment her daughter was well again.

The Gospel of the Lord

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he
suffered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day In accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and | look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
With the Lord there is mercy;
In him is plentiful redemption.




