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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR A MATTHEW 16:21-27
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Peter the apostle had ambitions
not so much for himself but for
Jesus. He wanted a Messiah who
would be victorious, powerful, and
successful - not one who would
suffer. And we can understand him
so well. We live in a world that
often tells us to avoid suffering at
all costs. We are encouraged to
protect ourselves, pursue comfort,
achieve success, and make life as
easy as possible. We naturally
want our problems solved quickly.

We want illness cured, relationships reﬁaired, disappointments
removed, and difficult circumstances changed. There is nothing
wrong with wanting those things. But Jesus reminds us that the
Christian life cannot be measured simply by how comfortable
or successful we are.

The call of Jesus to his followers is quite stark: “If anyone
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me.” To us the call is quite bafﬂing. But Jesus
is not telling us that we should go looking for suffering. He is
telling us that following Him means being willing to love even
when love is difficult, to forgive when forgiveness is painful, to
remain faithful when faithfulness costs us something, and to
serve others even when there is no applause or recognition.

Every one of us has a cross. Sometimes it is an illness or the
loss of someone we love. Sometimes it is disappointment,
loneliness, family difficulties, financial struggles, or an
uncertain future. Sometimes our cross is simply the daily
responsibility of caring for another ﬁerson, keeping a promise,
or doing what is right when doing what is right is not easy. The
question is not whether we will have crosses. The question is
what we will do with them. Jesus does not promise to eliminate
every cross from our lives. He promises something greater: He
will walk with us through them. The cross is not the end of the
Christian story. Jesus says that after suffering and death
comes resurrection. That is the hope at the heart of our faith.
What looks like defeat may become the place where God brings
new life. What appears to be an ending may become a
beginning. What seems meaningless may, in God’s hands,
become an opportunity for love, grace, and transformation.

The Gospel therefore invites us to
reconsider what truly counts. Jesus calls
us to put down the illusion that life is
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Z\ (%Y about avoiding every hardship and instead
S\ to discover the deeper joy that comes
J A from giving ourselves away in love. To

follow Jesus is to walk the road He walked
- not alone, not without struggle, but with
the confidence that beyond every cross

Follow me.. stands the promise of new life.

Sunday 30"August 2026
Mass Times

Cathedral:
Monday to Friday 7.40am, 11am &
7.30pm

Saturday 11 am & Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 8am, 9.30am & 11.30am

www.ennisparish.com/webcam
Radio link:106.4fm

St. Joseph's:

Monday to Friday 10.30am
Saturday 10.30am & Vigil 7pm
Sunday 1 Oam & 11.45am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
stjosephs-church-webcam

Friary:

Monday to Saturday 10am
Vigil Mass Saturday 7 .30pm
Sunday 10.30am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
franciscan-friary-webcam/

Christ the King - Cloughleigh
Monday to Friday 9.30am

Sunday 11am

Anniversary Masses and Baptisms

are booked through the Parish
Office: 065 6824043 (office hours).

Sacrament
of Reconciliation

Cathedral & Friary:
Cathedral: Monday to Friday

7pm to 7.25pm

Saturday after the Vigil Mass
Friary: Tuesday, Friday & Saturday
11-12 noon & 4-5 pm

Baptisms
Can be booked through the Parish
Office.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Monday to Friday in the Cathedral
from 5pm until 7pm

Presbyteries

Cathedral:- 6824043;
Email: info@ennisparish.com
Kincora Park:- 6829584
Cloughleigh:- 67974809;
Friary:- 6828751

Ennis Parish Web Site:

http: www.ennisparish.com
Facebook:

http : facebook.com/ennisparish




Priest on Duty 30th August, 2026
Contact: Fr. Tom Ryan Tel 065 6869098

Cathedral

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat: 6.30pm: Frank Conway, Station Road.
Evelyn Walshe, O’Connell St.
Sun 30th 8am: Paul Hanley, Brockley, London.
9.30am: Margaret & Edward Chandler, Hermitage.
11.30am: John & Mary O'Dwyer, Castlewood Park.
Seamus Higgins, Drumbiggle Road.
Mary Browne, Fergus Park.
Patrick Shannon, Dalcassian Park.
Seén Hayes, Clonroad.
Thomas Leahy, St. Michael's Villas.
Evelyn Walshe, Darcy's Corner.
Mulvihill Family, 42 O'Connell St.
Mon: 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: Special Intention.
7.30pm: June Carey, Golf Links Rd.
Tues:7.40am Book of Intentions.
11am: Renie & Mick Browne, Circular Rd.
7.30pm: Cathal Clune, Linnane’s Tce., Kilrush Rd.
Ann Flynn, Turnpike Rd.
Anne Louise Collins, Cusack Rd.
Wed 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: No intention booked.
7.30pm: Tom & Nora Malone, Parnell St.
Thurs 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: Nonie Flanagan & Family, Cornmarket.
Paul Guilfoyle, Kilmurry, Sixmilebridge.
7.30pm: Teresa Ward, Dalcassian Ave.
Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.
11am: No intention booked.
7.30pm: Laurence O’Loughlin, Cahercalla Estate.
1st Anniv.
Mary & Joe Kelly, Showgrounds Rd.
Sat:11am: No intention booked.
6.30pm: Teresa Sheerin Ryan, Kilmaley, Tulla Rd.,
Cranny & Trim, Co. Meath.
Jimmy Fenton, Ard na Gréine.
John & Michael Shannon, Loughville.
Martin Hurson, Ennis & Dublin.
Anne McLoughlin, Westfields.
Sun 6th 8am: Costelloe & O'Donoghue Families,
Ennis & Cork.
9.30am: No intention booked.
11.30am: Gerard Griffin, Kilrush Rd. 1st Anniv.
Pauline Greer, Greenhill House, Ashline.
Ronan Kildea, Castlerock, Tulla Rd.
Peter & Elizabeth Maher, Woodlawn, Lahinch Rd.
Margaret Smith, Cahercalla Heights.

@ Cloughleigh
Remembered in Masses this Week:

Tue 9.30am: Book of Intentions.

Sun 6th Sept 11am: Teresa Larkin, Cusack Rd.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal
In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to
acknowledge donation of €2,000. We
thank the many people who have
made once off contributions to this
appeal.

First Friday
)-FIRST
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Friday next 4th September is first
Friday of September. Sick and
housebound parishioners will receive
sacraments at home.

If you know of any housebound
parishioner who would like to receive
the sacraments, please contact the
parish office.

Sick & Retired Priests’ Appeal

The Second Collection at all masses
next weekend is our annual appeal to
support our increasing number of
sick and retired priests.

These priests have given their entire
lives in the service of the Gospel in
our own diocese and some are the
last surviving members of their
families and have few relatives alive.

They need to be supported and
cared for in their old age.

Some of these priests need full time
care and others are still able and
willing to celebrate Mass and the
Sacraments whenever possible.

Your generosity to this appeal is very
much appreciated.

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary

This  Sisters of the Franciscan
Missionaries wish to thank all who
supported their Mission Appeal at
masses in the Cathedral last
weekend. €8,856 was raised for
their missionary work.

= Franciscan
Missionaries of
i Mary

s St. Joseph’s

‘@ Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat 7pm: Maurice Greehy, St. Senan’s Road.
Sun 30th 10am: Paddy Greene, Corrovorrin Ave.
Vincent Green, Corrovorrin Ave. & Bedfordshire, UK.
Helen & John McCabe, Newpark, Roslevan.
Mary Manning, Dromahane, Cork.
11.45am: Pauline & Denis Horgan, Tobartaoscain.

Mon 10.30am: No intention booked.

Tues 10.30am: Book of Intentions.

Wed 10.30am: No intention booked.

Thu 10.30am: No intention booked.

Fri 10.30am:  No intention booked.

Sat: 10.30am: No intention booked.

pm: Michael Meere, Corrovorrin Green.

Sun 6th 10am: Noel Bane, Marian Ave.
Basil Minihane, Corrovorrin Drive.
Mary & Peter Finnegan, St. Senan’s Rd.

Maria Buckley, Huddersfield, UK.

11.45am:

Eternum Columbarium
Joseph O Neill from Eternum Columbarium will be
available in the Columbarium at the Cathedral on
Tuesday 1st Sept to meet with anytime interested in
reserving a Niche in the Columbarium.
To book an appointment, please text 085 2148301

Newly Baptised

We welcome into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament
of Baptism:

Reilly Wren Smyth Murphy;
Millie Eileen Kelly; 7
Tadhg James Blair; o= 4
Theodore Alfred O’Connell

Care of Creation

Caring for God's Creation

/|
|| '
| |

From 1st September to the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi 4t October, we celebrate The Season of
Creation.

Pope Leo’s Monthly Intention for September asks us
to reflect on water.

For the Care of Water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable
management of water,
vital resource so that everyone
may have equal access to it.

Prayer for the Love of Creation
Creator God, You show us what love is
through the beauty of the earth
and the gift of your Son.

For the love of animal and plant,
mountain and forest, sea and city,
woman and man, friend of family,
those who live far from us
and those yet to be born.

Move us to love more simply,
to protect the earth
and to speak up for those in need. Amen.

Cherished Daughters
Cpoor An invitation to ladies aged between
“lares 18—49 years to an afternoon of Prayer
Galway and Reflection at the Poor Clare
Monastery, Nun's Island, Galway.
The afternoon will be led by Louise McGuinness,
Co-Director of Star of the Sea Retreat Centre,
Mullaghmore, Co. Sligo.
https:cherishdaughters.eventbrite.ie




Cathedral Works
Update
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As work continues on the
conversion of our heating

system, please note that there is
NO PARKING in the Cathedral
Grounds while this work is in
progress.

We thank the many people who
have made contributions to the
Cathedral Renovation Appeal to
allow this work to happen.

Employability Clare
If you have a health condition, disability or any
extra support needs and would like some help to
find work, Employability Clare can assist you.
For further information, contact our main office
(065) 6844007 / 087-0621163 or email
mariek@employabilityclare.ie
Website; www.employabilityclare.ie

Please support Soroptimists Ireland Ennis
and District fundraising Coffee Morning in Le
Chéile Café, Barefield Sat. 5th September from
11am -1pm. This event is to raise funds to
transport children from Ennis Special Schools to
enjoy Riding for the Disabled Association
provided sessions.

All donations welcome.

For more info contact 086 6011971

Adam Smuktonowicz, Dun na hinse,
Lahinch Rd.;

Geraldine Creaner (nee Griffin)
Nova Court, Carrigaline, Cork (formerly St.
Anne’s, Clonroad, Ennis,

Vera Guilfoyle, late St. Michael's Villas
who died in America;

Mickey Collins, Tipperary Town, father of
Annette Crowley The Hawthorns,
Limerick Rd. & St Flannan’s College.

Paddy Keavey, Breaffa North, Miltown Mal-
bay, brother of Michael Keavey, Claureen.

Tom Moloney, Forest Lodge,
Clounlaheen, Miltown Malbay
& Marian Avenue.

Fr. Hugh McKenna OFM

This

weekend  Fr.
appointment as the Guardian of the Friary,
succeeding Fr. Brendan McGrath, OFM who
has completed his term.

Hugh begins his

We thank Fr. Brendan for his ministry and
we are delighted that he will continue to be a
member of the Ennis Fraternity.
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This is Fr. Hugh’s second term as Guardian
of Ennis Friary, previously serving in 2008 -
2011 before he became Minister Provincial
of the Order.

We wish Fr. Hugh and his Fraternity every

blessing as

they continue the great

Franciscan Tradition in this town of Ennis in
this great Jubilee Year of the Franciscan

Order.

GOOD BYE AUGUST

God has blessed us
with another month
on this beautiful
Earth, so let us be
grateful to him and
humble to each other.

As we say hello to

Sr. Eileen’s Cliinne

Mean Foémhair

MEAN FOMHAIR

“Middle of harvest”

Cuirimis failte roimh mhi Mhean Fémhair, mi na
torthulachta, mi bhainte an arbhair, mi filleadh ar
scoileanna agus colaisti.

| Mi Mhedin Fémhair, bi linn a Thiarna.

De réir an tseanfhocail, da fhad é an la tagann
an oiche. T4 deireadh le laethanta saoire an
tSamhraidh. Ta muinteoiri, daltai agus mic
leann dirithe ar an bhfoghlaim .TUs maith leath
na hoibre. Guimis ar son ar muinteoiri agus ar
lucht teagaisc a thugann aire do spiorad an aosa
6ig agus a thugann chun foirfeachta é.
Beannaigh iad ina gcuid oibre, a iosa. Molaimid
don aos &g aird a dhiriti ag tds na scoil bhliana
ar an gcomhairle seo a leanas 6n mbéaloideas.
Na tri nithe nach féidir leo casadh go brach: 1a 6
scoil, Domhnach 6n Aifreann, 1& 6 cheird.

Ni ualach do dhuine an Iéann agus seo an-
chomhairle ¢ fhile anaithnid:

| d'6ige oscail do mheabhair,

Is bailigh an fhoghlaim leat;

Qir an glor nach dtuigeann an ceann

Is cuma é ann nd as.

We welcome September, month of fruitfulness,
month of harvesting, month of returning to
schools and colleges.

Be with us Lord during the month of
September.

According to the proverb however long the day
night will come. Teachers, pupils and students
have returned to schools and to their studies.
Let us remember them and pray for all those who
work as educators and who help young people
achieve their full potential. Jesus, bless them in
their work! We advise students to remember the
following from Irish lore: Three things you can
never get back: a day absent from school, a
Sunday without Mass and a day away from one’s
trade. Learning is no burden and it is worth
listening to this anonymous poet's advice:
In your youth, open your mind,

And acquire an education;
For knowledge, your
understand is useless.

intellect does not

Chair exercise for over 60's
Classes resume Wednesday 9th September,
Kincora Park 11am -12 noon & Cloughleigh
Community Centre 12.30-1.30
Contact Trish for more information 086 850 7227

Clare Youth Service CTC are NOW recruiting
for Leaving Cert Applied and QQI Level 3
Education Programmes.

Drop in to the centre on Kilrush e-f’?
Road for an application form. Al Ve

Age 16 to 19 years, training i 1‘
allowances apply. J \

Clare Youth Service




Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

Have mercy on me, O Lord,

for | cry to you all the day long.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of mercy to all who call to you.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Have mercy on us, O Lord
For we have sinned against you.

Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
And grant us your salvation.

T Ouv 0Omo

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

C. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to people of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord

God, heavenly King, God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the

Father. Amen.
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.
Jr20:7-9

You have seduced me, Lord,

and I have let myself be seduced;

you have overpowered me:

you were the stronger.

| am a daily laughing-stock,

everybody’s butt.

Each time | speak the word, | have to how!
and proclaim: ‘Violence and ruin’!

The word of the Lord has meant for me
insult, derision, all day long.

| used to say, ‘Il will not think about him,

| will not speak in his name any more.’
Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my
heart,

imprisoned in my bones.

The effort to restrain it wearied me,

| could not bear it.

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
R. For you my soul is thirsting,
O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God, for you | long;
For you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
Like a dry, weary land without water.
R
So | gaze on you in the sanctuary
To see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
My lips will speak your praise. R

So | will bless you all my life,

in your name | will lift up my hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
My mouth shall praise you with joy. R

For you have been my help;

in the shadows of your wings | rejoice.
My soul clings to you;

Your right hand holds me fast. R

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to
the Romans Rm 12:1-2
Think of God's mercy, my brothers, and
worship him, | beg you, in a way that is
worthy of thinking beings, by offering your
living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly
pleasing to God. Do not model yourselves
on the behaviour of the world around you,
but let your behaviour change, modelled by
your new mind. This is the only way to
discover the will of God and know what is
good, what it is that God wants, what is the
perfect thing to do.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,

So that we can see what hope his call
holds forus.  Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew.

Mt 16:21-27
Jesus began to make it clear to his
disciples that he was destined to go to
Jerusalem and suffer grievously at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, to be put to death and to be raised
up on the third day. Then, taking him
aside, Peter started to remonstrate with
him. 'Heaven preserve you, Lord," he said.
‘This must not happen to you.' But he
turned and said to Peter, 'Get behind me,
Satan! You are an obstacle in my

path, because the way you think is not
God's way but man's.'

Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'If
anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let
him renounce himself and take up his cross
and follow me. For anyone who wants to
save his life will lose it; but anyone who
loses his life for my sake will find it. What,
then, will a man gain if he wins the whole
world and ruins his life? Or what has a man
to offer in exchange for his life?

'For the Son of Man is going to
come in the glory of his Father with his
angels, and, when he does, he will reward
each one according to his behaviour.'

The Gospel of the Lord

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suf-
fered death and was buried, and rose again
on the third day In accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and | look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.  Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted
For the sake of righteousness,

For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.




